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Flushing the toilet should be a simple thing, 
but if you put the wrong things in it, it could 
create an ugly mess and lead to very expensive 
repair costs.  

Many materials frequently flushed or poured 
down the drain can harm the pipes that con-
nect to the sewers, as well as the sewer system. 
Every property connected to the sewer system 
can be a potential contributor to sewer prob-
lems, and a potential victim of those prob-
lems. 

Toilets often are used as a trash can. Putting 
the wrong things down the drain can damage 
the sewer system, cause sewer backups in your 
home, and sewer releases to the environment. 
Not only that, but flushing non-human waste 
down the toilet wastes water. Every time you 
flush that toilet, it can waste 3 gallons of water 
or more, depending on the toilet. It also in-
creases your water bill if you are a habitual 
trash-flusher.  

 

Here are some key items that you DON’T want 

to put down your toilet: 

∗ “Flushable” Wipes 

∗ Vitamins or Medicines 

∗ Cotton Swabs or Cotton Balls 

∗ Paper Towels 

∗ Diapers 

∗ Feminine Hygiene Products 

∗ Kitty Litter 

∗ Cigarette Butts 

∗ Condoms 

∗ Disposable Toilet 

Wipes and Bowl 

Brush Heads 

∗ Hair 

Don’t Flush That!  

In mid July, District contractors will begin construction on the 2013 State Streets Waterline and the 2013 Sierra Tract Waterline Replace-
ment Projects.  These projects will improve water quality, quantity, pressures and, most importantly, will enhance fire fighting capability 
in the impacted areas.  The project will consist of installation of larger waterlines on Michael Dr., California Ave, Washington Ave., and 
Oregon Ave. in the State Streets area and on portions of Lodi Ave., Chris Ave., Elwood Ave., River St., and Armstrong Ave.  In addition 
to the water mains, fire hydrants will be installed at approximately 500 foot intervals to provide better fire protection. 

With all public works projects, there is a certain amount of disruption and inconvenience.  The District will make every effort to mini-
mize the impact of these projects for our customers.  Traffic impacts will include lane closures and full road closures with detours.  Per 
TRPA requirements, work hours on this project will be Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.  For any planned shut-offs you will be noti-
fied at least 24 hours prior to the event.  For obvious reasons, unplanned emergency shut-offs cannot be anticipated and may occur.  For 
this reason, the District suggests each household have at least five gallons of water available for such emergencies.  Should you or a fami-
ly member have a medical condition that makes an uninterrupted water supply a necessity, please notify the District so we can accommo-
date your needs.  

On September 29, 2004 Governor Schwarzenegger signed into law Assembly Bill 2572 that mandates all water systems in California to 
be fully metered by 2025.  As part of the District’s compliance plan, and as part of this project, a water meter will be installed at homes 
within the project areas, however property owners will not be billed based on actual usage and will continue to be billed on a flat rate 
basis until January 1, 2015.  AB 2572 provides for a one-year educational period that will commence on January 1, 2014 and will allow 
property owners to better understand and adjust, if necessary, your water use habits.  Installation of the new meter vault may require 
some disruption of landscaping on some properties.  The District’s contractors will repair any damage to your landscaping as close as 
possible to its original condition. 
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The right day is... 

◊ Even-numbered street 

address: Monday, 

Wednesday, and Friday 

◊ Odd-numbered street 

address: Tuesday, 

Thursday, and Sunday 

◊ No landscape irrigation 

on Saturday 

Water the Right Day! 



∗ Have you recently had a meter installed at your home? 

∗ Are you concerned about the water consumption on your bill?  

∗ Want to learn how to reduce the amount of water your household uses? 

If you answered yes to any of the above questions, this workshop is for you! 

Come learn about water meters, and practicing water conservation inside 

and outside of your home.  

When: Wednesday, August 14, 2013     6:00pm to 7:30pm 

Where: S.T.P.U.D. Board Room 

Contact: Donielle Morse at (530) 543-6268 for more details 

Customer Service Office 

1275 Meadow Crest Dr. 

South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150 

530.544.6474 

Automated irrigation systems offer convenience while protecting your landscape investment. A well-maintained system keeps your lawn 
and landscape beautiful and healthy, while minimizing water waste. 

To raise awareness of the benefits of efficient watering practices, the Irrigation Association has named July Smart Irrigation Month. Make 
time this summer to be sure you’re getting the most out of your irrigation system, while keeping utility bills low and helping to protect 
the environment. 

• Adapt your watering schedule to the weather and the season. Familiarize yourself with the settings on your irrigation controller and 
adjust the watering schedule regularly. 

• Schedule watering for each zone separately. For each area, take into account type of sprinkler, sun or shade exposure, soil type and 
plant requirements.  

• Inspect your system monthly. Check for leaks, broken or clogged heads, and other problems, or engage a certified irrigation profes-
sional to regularly check your system. Clean microirrigation filters as needed. 

• Adjust sprinkler heads. Remove obstructions that prevent sprinklers from distributing water evenly and make sure you’re watering 
plants, not sidewalks or buildings. 

• Install an inexpensive rain shutoff switch. Required by law in many states, these money-saving sensors prevent watering in rainy 
weather and can be retrofitted to almost any system. 

• Think about low-volume drip irrigation for plant beds. Install microirrigation for gardens, trees and shrubs to minimize evaporation 
and runoff. Options include drip (also known as trickle), micro-spray jets, micro-sprinklers and bubbler irrigation. 

• Water at the right time of day. Watering when the sun is low, winds are calm and temperatures are cooler minimizes evaporation by 
as much as 30 percent. The best times to water are late afternoon, evening and just before sunrise. 

• Water more often for shorter periods. Setting your system to run for three, 5-minute intervals 
lets soil absorb more water than watering for 15 minutes at one time. 

• Water only when needed. Saturate root zones and let the soil dry. Overwatering results in shal-
low roots and encourages weeds, disease and fungus growth.  

Smart Irrigation Month is an initiative of the Irrigation Association, a non-profit industry organization dedicated to            
promoting efficient irrigation. Learn more at www.smartirrigationmonth.org. For local water conservation info, go to 
www.stpud.us/waterconservation. 

Save Money - Fine Tune Your Irrigation System 

Building a better tomorrow - today! 
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Water Meter and Conservation Workshop!!! 

Sustainable Landscaping  

Workshops 
 

July 16th & August 27th  

6:00 to 8:00pm  

STPUD Board Room 

Workshop topics to include: 

∗ Water saving technology & practices 

∗ Turf removal and re-landscaping ideas 

∗ Yard fertility for healthier turf & cleaner water 

Contact: Jennifer Cressy, jcressy@tahoercd.org, (530) 543-1501 

Visit us on the 

web! 

www.stpud.us 


